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Merry Christmas 

 
 

 

THE GUILD MEETS:  

     7.30 p.m. Every SECOND and Fourth Monday of the Month 

     7.30 p.m. WOODCARVING - Every First Wednesday of Month. 

VENUE:   Gordon Technical College, East Campus, Building ‘G’ 

OBJECTIVES: To promote, encourage and develop the practice of woodcraft in all its forms. 
 

Brian Shaw   Dallas Polley 
     Ph.. 5243 5258    0418 542937 

 

Email:-    gwginc@hotmail.com.au 
Website     http://geelongwoodcraftersguild.yolasite.com 

Postal Address:-   Secretary, P.O. Box 2242 Geelong. Victoria. 3220 
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From the President’s Desktop 

Greetings Fellow Woodies 

It seems to me that Christmas is descending upon us very quickly. 

Please accept my "Best Wishes" for the coming Season. I would like to 

thank all those who so willingly helped out for the 6 months "leave of 

absence" while Thel and I travelled backwards and forwards to Portland 

and went on Holidays. 

This Newsletter tells about two things that were used this year to vary the 

Woodies Programme - these being the visits to Member's Workshops on 

the Monday nights that have been a Public Holiday and the Bird Feeder 

Assembly night at local Scout Groups - it's good reading. 

In our travels, Thel and I visited the Woodies Workshop at Renmark in 

South Australia. The Group meet in the well-equipped "Old High School 

Building" which is open to both men and women, two or three days per 

week. (It reminds me of the Berwick Woodworker's Group. One of the 

group, when welcoming us, said about Geelong that "they knew all about 

us - and not just the Football, they just happen to keep up to date from 

receiving our Newsletters. 

Cheers Guys                                                                                         Brian 

 

 
 
 

 

 
  

Carvers Corner 

From Mike Angell 

We are pleased to welcome two new members to our carving 
group Cameron and Fay Littlehales have joined us and show 

great interest in the different styles of carving, with all 

members giving advice on suitable wood, tools and finishes. 

Kurt Frick and David Burrell again donated their time and 

talent at the Barwon Valley Woodrights annual show, we are 

hopeful of attracting more members from their efforts. 

Finally as this is the last newsletter for the year I would like to 

wish all members a Happy Christmas and good health for the 

coming year 

Good Carving and keep your Gouges Sharp 

Mike Angell 
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A recap of some of the activities that have been provided to entertain 
and inform our members during this past year:- 
 

PEN FINISHING 
There was demonstration for pen turners, in applying 3 different types of finishes.  

A blank was turned down to finished size and sanded to 600 grit. It then had Ubeaut EEE applied to 

further refine the surface. After this, Glow was applied and the blank buffed to produce a highly 

polished finish. 

The second finish was a mix of boiled linseed oil (BLO) and Superglue (CA). These were 

applied using paper towel and applied at the same time. This produced a low sheen finish 

which is very durable. 

The third coating was straight CA. 20 coats of 

CA were applied, which was then wet sanded 

with various grades of abrasives right down to 

12,000 grit micromesh. The coating was then 

polished using Brasso and finished with 

Plastix polish. 

This finish gives a very high gloss which is 

hard, and impervious to most chemicals that a 

pen is likely to encounter. 
A number of finished pens were on display 

for members to observe. 

 

PEST CONTROL 
We had a guest speaker, Jim Drever from Green & Gold Pest Control who gave us an insight 

into the world of Termites and borers. 

Did you know:- 

 You could have borers in your floorboards and not know until you sand them, exposing 
the top of the holes. 

 It is not possible to tell if borers are active. You just have to mark the area where holes are 
and check over time to see if any new holes appear.  

 An old remedy for termites was to soak the area with power kerosene – this is now illegal. 

     If you seal the end grain of timber you won’t have borer problems 

 All CCA treated timber needs to have any cut ends resealed to resist borers. 

 A queen termite produces over 2000 eggs per day. 

 A new house in Point Cook had one wall which was 27 metres long and     2 storeys high 
infested with termites and eaten out in7 months. 

 Many traditional chemicals were banned in 2000, but were quickly replaced with 

environmentally friendly and non-odour chemicals. 

 Steel framed houses still get attacked by Termites – they eat paper on the plaster, door 
jams etc. 

 A house in the Stony Rises was continually attacked by Termites which came from a tree 
one kilometre away. 

 Remember to keep your wood piles dry, off the ground, allow air flow, and check 

regularly for infestation. 
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VENEERING 
We had a talk and demonstration from Graham Robertson on the art of veneering. Graham 

has had many years of experience in this game, and his knowledge was vast in the field. 

He explained which types of glues to use for 

various applications, the different types of veneers 

available and where to purchase them, and the 

correct way to cut the veneers to ensure that joints 

are as invisible as possible. 

He showed a number of "off the shelf" tools, and 

some that he had made himself to carry out 

various tasks.                                                   

To be able to produce works to an acceptable 

standard, you need to be very particular in the 

way you carry out each step. 
 

     Graham imparting his knowledge 

 

WORKSHOP VISITS 
We visited the workshops of two of our members during the year. These coincided with 

Public Holidays and traditionally we would have just had the night off as we don't have 

access to the College on these days. We decided at our Committee meeting at the start of the 

year that we should utilise these nights by planning activities outside the College. 

These proved to be good nights, as everyone who attended got to see how other members 

work, and were able to pick up ideas that they may not have thought of without seeing how 

others set up or carry out a particular step. There was also history to be seen and talked about. 

There were comments to be heard such as: 

Is that how you do that. or, I must give that a try. 

This is what the club is all about, learning from each other, and giving and receiving 

guidance. 

BUY SELL & SWAP 
A Buy, Sell, and Swap night was held for members to rid themselves of items they no longer 

use or require, but could be of value to others. Numerous items were brought in, and many 

changed hands. Items brought in included power tools, hand tools, and various varieties and 

sizes of wood. Most items were generously just given to other members. All recipients went 

away happy. 

A FISHING TALE 

A guy is 72 years old and loves to fish. He was sitting in his boat the other day when he heard 
a voice say, 'Pick me up.' 
He looked around and couldn't see anyone. He thought he was dreaming when he heard the 
voice say again, 'Pick me up. 
'He looked in the water and there, floating on the top, was a frog. The man said, 'Are you 
talking to me?' The frog said, 'Yes, I'm talking to you.' 
Pick me up then, kiss me and I'll turn into the most beautiful woman you have ever seen. I'll 
make sure that all your friends are envious and jealous because I will be your bride!' The 
man looked at the frog for a short time, reached over, picked it up carefully, and placed it in 
his front pocket. 
The frog said, 'What, are you crazy? Didn't you hear what I said? I said kiss me and I will be 
your beautiful! Bride.' 
He opened his pocket, looked at the frog and said, 'Nah, at my age I'd rather have a talking 
frog. '                                                                                     Thanks to the Bendigo Woodturners October 2011 
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BIRD FEEDERS FOR THE SCOUTS 
 

During the year, as part of our community involvement activities, some of our members visited four 

different Scout groups around the region to provide materials, and assist in the assembly of bird 

feeders. All the kits were cut and predrilled ready for easy assembly. 

The Scouts sanded their parts and then brought them to the members to assist in gluing and screwing 

them together. The children really enjoyed this assembly activity. After completing their feeder, they 

sat down and went about decorating them ready to take home. 

Our involvement was greatly appreciated by all of the Scout groups, and the children had a great time. 
   

 
Everyone involved including parents 

 
 

WEBSITE 
The club now has a website up and running.  Please log on to the site at 

http://geelongwoodcraftersguild.yolasite.com when you have a chance and have a look 

around.  

Let us know if you have any suggestions or see mistakes. This has been put in place to help 

promote our club in the hope of gaining new members, to ensure our long term viability. 

There is a feedback section in the "Contact Us" page where you can leave comments if you 

wish.  

We will be looking for more photos of members works to put in our gallery. 

We also now have an e-mail address which is gwginc@hotmail.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

WORK ON DISPLAY 
A glimpse of some of the work that has been produced and displayed by members. 

http://geelongwoodcraftersguild.yolasite.com/
file:///C:/Users/User/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/7Z626NQ3/gwginc@hotmail.com.au
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CARROLL’S WOODCRAFT SUPPLIES 
66 Murradoc Road, Drysdale, Victoria 3222 

   Ph. 03 5251 3874                            Fax: 03 5251 3864 

Email: carrolls@pipeline.com.au 
Visit our online catalogue: www.cws.au.com 

Your one stop shop for you woodturning, woodcarving, folk art, 
pyrography and general woodworking needs. 

 

Craft Supplies 

Machinery & Hand Tools 

Phone, e-mail, web, 

Mail order specialists  

 


